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You may submit material for publication  

in The Eller Chronicles as follows: 

Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to  

Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,  

Dalton, GA  30720. 

If you are submitting photographs, please scan  

in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.  

Most Kodak developers can perform this service 

if you do not have a computer.  If you prefer,  

you may submit photo quality copies; however, 

they will not be returned. 

Gerald Eller, shown here 

in 1990 with a portrait that 

shows him at various 

stages in his 30-plus year 

career at Western Carolina 

University, died Aug. 4 at 

the age of 87.  

A native of Robbinsville, 

he enrolled at what was 

then Western Carolina 

Teachers College in 1939. 

He was an instructor there 

when the institution 

became Western Carolina 

College in 1953 and 

became its first Dean of 

Arts and Sciences when the 

college became Western 

Carolina University in 
1967. 

(Read more on pages 3-13) 

mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
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Message from the President 
 

I Remember…J. GERALD ELLER 
     

I remember going to my first EFA Conference in  
Portland, Oregon and meeting Gerald for the first time. 

 
I remember John Eller and I getting a cake for  

Gerald and Juanita for their fiftieth wedding anniversary  
and having it at the Saturday night banquet.    

 
I remember being at a called EFA Board Meeting 

 at Walt and Nancy Eller's house in Crowley, Texas with 
Gerald and Juanita and all the other EFA board members. 

 
I remember Betty and I going to visit Gerald and Juanita 

 for the weekend when they lived in a log cabin 
which they had added rooms on Barker's Creek in  
Whittier, NC.  Gerald gave us his bedroom and he 

slept upstairs. We woke up the next morning and things 
 were quiet except the water running in the Creek 

on the edge of the yard.  On Sunday morning after a  
big breakfast Juanita prepared, we sat out on the back 

porch with an early spring rain and watched the gold finch  
coming to the feeder.  They were the most vivid yellow  

that I had ever seen. I also remember that in their living room 
 they had a bird feeder in the window about the size of a window air 

conditioner but it was open on the outside of the window so the 
birds could get in. There they could eat the seeds and see  

themselves in a mirror and from the living room 
we could get close to the glass and they could not see us.   

It was the most fantastic bird feeder I had 
ever seen. 

 
I remember in 1994 having a North Georgia Eller reunion  

and at the same time our president Lynn Eller called an EFA board  
meeting as there were problems to be taken care of.  With a lot of  

input from Gerald everything worked out fine. 
 

I remember going to Asheville, NC to the 1995 EFA  
Conference which was hosted by Lynn and Gerald. 

 
I remember after returning from Portland in 1993 I decided to  

write a book on my Eller roots and I started collecting data.  Gerald  
and Juanita had a Condo in Florida where they spent the winter months. 
  I asked Gerald if he would help me with the book.  I asked if he would  
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do the first section of the book since he had done so much research 
 on the Eller lines as he was our editor of our EFA Chronicle from the 
beginning.  He agreed that he would be co-author of the Eller book. 

 
I remember Betty and I going to John and Lucy Eller's house in  

Skiatook, Ok and Gerald and Juanita and my sister 
Jean Eller Davis was there for a nice long weekend visit. 

 
I remember Betty and I going to Gerald and Juanita's for  

another weekend and Gerald and I went toTowns County, Ga  
and spent all day visiting Boyd's Chapel Cemetery and got Eller 

 names and dates for our book.  Betty and Juanita went sightseeing  
and shopping while we were gone. 

 
I remember going to the EFA Conference in 1997 in Fort Worth,  
Texas and Gerald and I asked Janine Eller Porter to help us with 

 our book as she had a lot of info for it. 
 

I remember many hours spent with Gerald on e-mail, telephone 
 and the US Mail getting our book ready for the Publisher.  I wish we had 
kept up with the hours spent putting the book (over 800 pages) together. 

 
I remember when Gerald was in Florida and I was down there we went up 

close to Jacksonville, Fl to meet with our publisher on a Sunday afternoon. 
 

I remember in 1998 I received the 300 books we had published and took 
copies to sell at our North Georgia Eller reunion in Hiawassee, Ga and 

Gerald made a very nice talk on all the work it took to do the book. 
 

I remember Gerald coming to the last EFA Conference he  
was able to attend in Salisbury, NC in 2001. 

 
I remember the last few years I talked to Gerald at least once  

a month.  I talked to Gerald about a month before he died and he got  
very excited about our DNA project.  I told him about the connection 
between Jim Eller and Walt Eller.  The last words he said to me was  

"Keep digging Ed you might find all the answers on the Eller's." 
 

 
                                          I REMEMBER… J. GERALD ELLER 
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1993 – Gerald & Juanita, Ed and Betty Eller & Jean Davis at  

John & Lucy Eller’s House in Skiatook, Oklahoma 

 
1995 – Asheville, North Carolina 
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1995 – Dedication of Mary Biffle Eller Gravesite in Weaverville, NC 

 
1995 – Asheville, North Carolina 
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1997 – Kent and Faye Eller’s 50th - Wedding Anniversary in Edgewater, FL 

 

 
1997 – Fort Worth, Texas – Gerald & John Eller Leading singing. 
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1997 – Fort Worth, Texas 

 
2001 Salisbury, North Carolina 
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…from the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer 

 
J. Gerald Eller, the principal founder of the Eller Family Association, was a master 

genealogist.  His deep interest in genealogy and learning more about the lives of 

his ancestors has been the inspiration for many of us to become more interested in 

ours.  Gerald was a devoted researcher.  He could relate, either before a group or 

in the newsletter which he inspired, The Eller Chronicles, much of the interesting 

history about our Eller ancestors, some noble and some not so noble.  He took it 

upon himself as a challenge to help many Eller descendants in the research of their 

ancestry.  He was very interested in determining and verifying the place or places 

from which the original Eller immigrants came to the states.  He also studied and 

reported on the many variations in the spelling of our name. He, along with 

Edward K. Eller and Janine Eller Porter, compiled and published the book John 

Jacob Eller and His Descendants, which contains over 16,000 people and 800 

pages of genealogy, published in 1998.  

 

We hereby duly express our appreciation for the legacy he leaves us.  James 

Gerald Eller will long be recognized as a great researcher and contributor of Eller 

genealogy.   Our most heartfelt condolences go to Juanita and the family.  

 

         Roger Eller 
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Obituaries 
 

DR. JAMES GERALD ELLER 

Arden - Dr. James Gerald Eller, 87, died Monday, August 4, 2008.  

He was Professor Emeritus and founding Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences at 

Western Carolina University. He served as a Commissioned Officer in the U.S. Navy. 

Gerald received his B.S. Degree from WCU and his Ph.D. from the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

He was the son of the late J.W. and Lillie Rogers Eller, of Robbinsville, N.C., and also 

was preceded in death by his daughter, Jerri Eller Cathey; and his son, Steven Fisher 

Eller.  

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Juanita Fisher Eller; his daughter, Jeannie Eller 

Hubbard and husband, Jim Hubbard, of Asheville; son-in-law, Ty Cathey; 

grandchildren, Holly Cathey Walters and husband, Tom, Joe Eller Cathey, all of 

Wilmington, N.C., Jay and Cathy Hubbard, of Jacksonville, Fla., Bobby Hubbard and 

Farah Glover, of Charleston, S.C.; and great-grandchildren, Lily and Andy Walters.  

A private graveside memorial service will be held at a later date. Interment will be in 

Shepherd Memorial Park.  

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to the Eller 

Lecture and Scholarship Fund at Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC 28723.  

Groce Funeral Home at Lake Julian is assisting the family and the memorial register is 

available online by going to Obituaries at www.grocefuneralhome.com 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

Eller knew ‘what a university ought to be’ 

Like many in the Cullowhee community, I was saddened last week by the death of Gerald 

Eller, who was Western Carolina Universityôs Dean of Arts and Sciences when I enrolled 

there in 1970. 

Though I didnôt have the privilege of having him as a teacher, I still benefited from him 

and his vision for WCU. 

http://www.grocefuneralhome.com/
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Dr. Eller hired faculty members who played a key role in my education ï including 

history professors Cliff Lovin and Max Williams and biology professors Jim Horton and 

Dan Pittillo ï and he helped set up the WCU-Cooperative Park Studies Unit, which 

provided me with a much-needed graduate assistantship. 

ñI thought he was, in terms of WCU, really a great person,ò said Lovin, whoôs now 

retired and lives in Swannanoa. ñHe was committed to making it a real university.ò 

According to Lovin, Eller was himself one of those people WCU was designed to help. 

He graduated from Robbinsville High School and enrolled at Western in 1939, earning 

his degree in science and mathematics from what was then Western Carolina Teachers 

College in 1943 before his years of active duty with the U.S. Naval Reserve. Returning to 

Cullowhee in 1947 as an instructor, Eller taught continuously until his 1983 retirement. 

He earned his doctorate in zoology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

in 1963 and was appointed what by then was Western Carolina Collegeôs first biology 

department chairman that same year. In that post he presided over the initiation of 

WCCôs masterôs degree program in biology. 

Four years later, when the Legislature passed the law that created Western Carolina 

University, Eller became the first dean. 

ñHe was ready,ò Lovin said. ñHe knew what a university ought to be ï what it could be. 

He picked guys like Jim Horton, Max Williams and Joe Bassett to help him and gave 

them positions of responsibility.ò 

Lovin described Eller as having a broad intellectual interest. 

ñHe was such a good dean. He wasnôt just a biologist ï his ideas were all over the 

spectrum,ò Lovin said. ñI saw him about three weeks ago, and his mind was as sharp as it 

ever was. We were talking about some new DNA research, and he was excited because 

heôd been involved in some of the first DNA mapping in plants back in the 1950s.ò 

Another thing Lovin recalled was Ellerôs willingness to let others shine. 

ñHe never had to have all the credit,ò said Lovin, who came to Western in 1966 and was 

assistant dean of Arts and Sciences for several years while Eller was dean. ñHe didnôt 

seek the honors for himself.ò 

By the time the college became a university and Eller was in the deanôs office, heôd 

already hired many key people, Lovin said. 

ñHe had to have Ph.D.ôs, and he knew that,ò Lovin said. ñHe still took care of the people 

who had been there and who were good teachers. The thing that amazed me was that he 

knew what he was trying to do, and during the late 1950s and early 1960s, he was in the 

process of getting people hired who could help him, and he knew he needed people with 

doctorates.ò 
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As standards were raised, the new university became an exciting place to be. 

ñ(Eller) engendered that excitement and made us think that we were in a real university,ò 

Lovin said. ñIt was an exciting time and an exciting place to be; Iôm glad I was part of it.ò 

Ellerôs efforts on Westernôs behalf were fueled by his commitment to the regionôs 

students and his desire to build the university that could best serve their needs, Lovin 

said. 

Millie Wilson of Sylva, who was Ellerôs secretary for several years, also remembers that 

about her former boss. 

ñSometimes students would kind of get the run-around in other offices,ò she said. ñBut 

Dr. Eller gave me the authority to call the department offices and make sure they got the 

help they needed. Dr. Eller was a wonderful person, and I was proud to work for him.ò 

On the eve of his 1983 retirement, Eller himself pointed to students when asked about his 

accomplishments at WCU. 

What he was most proud of, he said then, was ñour students who have graduated and 

gone on to take advanced degrees and make something of themselves.ò 

A second thing he was proud of, he said then, is Westernôs faculty senate, which he 

helped organize during his years as dean in order to give the universityôs faculty a means 

for expressing their opinions. 

ñThatôs a thing Iôve always preached about ï faculty morale,ò he said in 1983. ñIf you 

have that, you have good teaching, a good university, and students are going to be 

happier.ò 

Eller continued to play an active role in the universityôs growth after his 1973 return to 

the classroom. He teamed with Chancellor Cotton Robinson, another Western North 

Carolina native, to continue WCUôs growth as a regional university. In addition to the 

Park Service cooperative studies initiative mentioned above, Eller was instrumental in 

establishing the Southern Appalachian Research-Resource Management Cooperative, 

which involved several regional agencies and academic institutions. He was appointed by 

Robinson to negotiate a comprehensive cooperative educational program with N.C. State 

University, and he was co-chairman of the committee that planned WCUôs Mountain 

Heritage Center. 

During his years at Western, Gerald Eller was a student, a young professor, a department 

head, a dean and a regional leader, and, as Cliff Lovin said, heôs one of the people who 

helped make WCU ñall the good thingsò the university is today. 

       Contributed from the Silva Herald Newspaper 
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The Eller Family Association 

Minutes of the Board of Directors 

July 13, 2008 

 

The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met July 13, 2008, at 9:00 PM 

Eastern time via telephone hookup. The following members of the Board were present:  

President Ed Eller, Directors Fred Bame, Joe R. Eller, Lois Hardy, and Editor Randy 

Poplin, and Secretary/Treasurer Roger Eller.  Also present was Karen Pelzman, 2009 

Conference Chairperson.  Absent were Directors Nancy Eller and Tom Eller. 

 

President Ed called the meeting to order, welcomed those present and expressed his 

appreciation for their service to the Association.  Ed announced that Eric Eller has 

resigned as the Vice President and as the Web Master of the Association.   According to 

the bylaws of the Association, the responsibility of the Board is to appoint someone to fill 

the unexpired term of the Vice President.  Ed said that he would take the duties of the 

webmaster for the present time; however, he may need some professional assistance.  He 

indicated that he knows several in the Dalton area who are knowledgeable, but that we 

would probable have to pay for professional help. He estimated the cost to be about $300.  

The Board approved at the Akron conference the total of $840 for the website for the 

biennium, which includes the $20 monthly fee and $360 for software.  Motion was made 

and duly passed for the additional $300 which Ed requested for professional help. 

 

Reporting for Tom Eller, Ed said that Jenna Louise Gardner has joined the Eller DNA 

project and submitted her DNA for testing.  Also, Richard E. Eller of Colorado Springs 

plans to submit his DNA.  He is a descendant of the Henry line.  Fred said that he has 

talked with Calvin Eller of Salisbury (of the Jacob line) to have his DNA tested.  Ed 

suggested that we should have the results of these test reported in the Chronicles. 

 

Following some discussion relative to nominees for the office of Vice President, James 

(Jim) M. Eller of Melbourne, Florida was nominated, seconded, and duly appointed to fill 

the remaining term of the office of Vice President of the Eller Family Association.  His 

biography was featured in the February 2008 issue of the newsletter. 

 

Randy stated that he is in need of articles for the Chronicles.  Ed encouraged all members 

of the board (and others as well) to write and submit articles of interest. 

 

Karen, reporting as Coordinator of the 2009 Biennial Conference, said that she is making 

progress with plans, and that she will have information about the conference in the 

August newsletter. She said that she is presently in discussion with the Millennium 

Maxwell House Hotel.  She also has discussed plans for a bus tour of several places of 

interest. 

 

Roger asked whether anyone had any questions about the financial report for the year 

ended June 30, which he emailed to the board members a few days ago.  The report 

showed receipts of $6,204, expenditures of $5,658, a net income of $546, and a bank 

balance of $18,348.  A detailed report will be included in the August newsletter. 
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Reporting on membership, Roger said that there are 141 presently on the mailing list, six 

of which are institutions and 136 personal memberships.  Of the 136, fifteen are life 

members, 83 are paid current, and 38 have not paid current dues.  Of the 38, fifteen have 

not paid dues for last year; and, in accordance with Board policy, those fifteen were sent 

notices with the May newsletter that they would be dropped from membership if payment 

is not received. 

 

There being no further business, Ed noted that the next meeting is scheduled for October 

12, 2008 at 9:00 PM Eastern Time, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM. 

 

        Roger Eller, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

************************************* 

 

Worth Mentioning… 

 

Jim Eller in Florida was asked to replace Eric Eller as Vice President of 

the Eller Family Association, but declined due to the health of his wife.   

We will continue to seek a replacement. 

 

 

************************************* 
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                ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

  
  

           INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT 
  

         
   

Year Ended 6-30-07 Year ended 6-30-08 Budget Yr 

   
 Budget   Actual  Budget   Actual   6/30/09 

 
Income: 

        
     Conference: 

       
       Registrations 

  
2,117  

 
2,815  

  
       Donations for tee shirts 600  0  

 
0  
  

       Tee shirt sales 
  

0  
    

       Raffle Eller rug 
  

0  
 

    _____ 
  

          Total Conference income 
 

2,117  
 

2,815  
  

     Dues, regular 
 

3,800  2,700  2,700  2,410  2,700  
 

     Dues, life 
 

750  0  0  500  
  

     Sale GME books 
 

1,000  272  300  96  300  
 

     Interest income 
 
    _____ 704  770  383  800  

 
     Total Income 

 
6,150  5,793  3,770  6,204  3,800  

 
         
Expenses: 

       
     Publishing Chronicles 3,000  1,485  2,000  1,548  2,000  

 
     Conference expenses 

 
100  

 
3,567  

  
     Cost of tee shirts 

  
599  

 
0  
  

     Eller website 
 

600  239  500  239  340  
 

     Postage 
 

200  43  100  71  100  
 

     Telephone & Officers Exp 200  0  0  0  
  

     Office supplies, etc 100  20  60  50  60  
 

     Surety bond 
 

200  183  200  183  200  
 

     Research 
 

1,000  0  0  0  
  

     Contingency 
 

850  234  300  0  300  
 

     Total Expenses 
 

6,150  2,903  3,160  5,658  3,000  
 

         
Net Income/(Deficit) for Period 0  2,890  610  546  800  

 
         
Cash Balance Beg of Period 

 
14,912  

 
17,802  

  
         
Cash Balance End of Period: 

      
   Checking account 

  
5,098  

 
5,261  

  
   C/D @ 4.58% due 9-30-08 

 
12,704  

 
13,087  

  
   Total 

   
17,802  

 
18,348  

  
         
Encumbered funds: 

       
     For publications: 

       
 

Balance beginning of period 4,479  
 

4,751  
  

 
Receipts (sale of books) 272  

 
96  

  
 

Balance end of period 4,751  
 

4,847  
  

NOTE: 
        

   The Board of Directors on 7/21/07 authorized expenditure of up to $3,000 for DNA study. 

    

                      Roger Eller, Treasurer 
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Eller Family Association  

Receipts and Disbursements Statement (Financial Review) 

For the period from July 1, 2007 to June 30 2008 

 

 

Beginning Balance as of July 1, 2007             $ 17,802 

 

Receipts              6,204 

 

Expenses              5,658 

 

Net Change for the Year (income)             546 

 

Ending Balance as of June 30, 2008                                           18,348 

 

                

 

 

Financial Reviewerôs Statement 

 

 I have reviewed the statements of receipts and disbursements for the above 

period. This review includes the examination of all receipts, disbursements, 

bank statements, and other supporting data. This examination indicates that 

the funds were properly accounted for and good records were made, and that 

invoices or other information are on file, which adequately substantiates 

these transactions. Based on the results of this review I conclude that the 

receipts and disbursement statement of the funds of the Eller Family 

Association for the above period represent the cash transactions for the 

period and the cash balance as of June 30, 2008 is correct. 

 

 

Dean Eller 

Financial Reviewer 
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GLENN ELLER WINS GOLD! 

Setting 2 Olympic records along the way!  

 

 Glenn was selected to represent the 2008 Olympic Team in double-trap 

on March 15th, 2008 in Kerrville, Texas.  Also qualifying was Jeff Holguin, 

a long-time friend and fellow member of the U.S. Army Marksmanship 

Unit.  Knowing the competition in the U.S. was growing strong, the two 

entered the Army together and began basic training in September 2006.  

In retrospect, the choice was simple…to make the 2008 Olympic Games 

in Beijing.  Glenn and Jeff needed to train every day with America’s best, 

the Army Marksmanship Unit. 

 

Glenn and Jeff participated in the opening pitch ceremony of one of the 

biggest Astros games of the year…Astros vs. Yankees on Saturday, June 

14, 2008.  It was the Yankees first trip to Houston.  The Stadium was 

packed long before Glenn threw the first pitch with 2 other soldiers:  The 

U.S. Soldier of the Year and a 3-Star General involved in the capture of 

Saddam Hussein.  Given my love for baseball and the enormity of the 

crowd, I was probably more nervous for Glenn than at the Olympic 

Trials!  

Contributed from USA Shooting Website  
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Glenn Eller Claims Gold Medal in Double Trap 

BEIJING, China (August 12, 2008) 

Photo by Tim Hipps, U.S. 

Army 

Glenn Eller (Katy, Texas) 

captured the gold medal and 

set two Olympic records in the 

Menôs Double Trap 

competition today at the 2008 

Olympic Games in Beijing. 

Eller, a member of the U.S. 

Army Marksmanship Unit 

(USAMU), who finished 12th 

at the Sydney Games and 17th 

in Athens, entered the final 

round today four targets ahead of Italyôs Francesco Dô Aniello with a qualification score 

of 145, setting a new Olympic record. The previous Olympic record of 144 was set by 

Ahmed Almaktoum of the United Arab Emirates at the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens. 

After missing his first pair in the final, Eller ended up shooting 45 targets and finished 

with a total score of 190 targets, setting another Olympic record and taking home the 

gold. 

ñI was so happy after I won, but I didnôt know whether to cry, smile or jump up and 

down,ò said Eller. ñAfter my performances in the last two Olympics, I really wanted to 

come here and bring home a medal for the U.S. This is definitely one of the greatest 

moments of my life so far.ò 

Ellerôs USAMU teammate Jeff Holguin (Yorba Linda, Calif.), who was competing for 

the U.S. on his first Olympic team, went into the final in third place with a score of 140, 

shot 42 targets in the final and ended in fourth place with an overall score of 182. 

ñI got off to a bad start and couldnôt really figure out what I was doing wrong,ò Holguin 

said of his performance. ñI came here to win; my goal wasnôt just to make the team. I am 

disappointed, but hats off to Glenn who is not only my teammate, but a good friend.ò 

Contributed from USA Shooting Website  
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Walton (Glenn) Eller 

Shotgun National Team  

 

Two - Time U.S. Olympian (2000, 2004)  

2008 U.S. Olympic Team Member in Men's Double Trap  

  

Date of Birth: 1/6/1982 

Birthplace: Houston, Texas 

Hometown: Katy, Texas 

Event(s): Double Trap 

  

Competition Highlights 

¶ 2008 Beijing World Cup (Olympic Test Event) silver medalist  

¶ 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials (Shotgun), 1st place, qualifying for a spot on the 2008 U.S. 

Olympic Team  

¶ 2007 World Cup Final Champion  

¶ 2007 World Cup Changwon Champion  

¶ 2007 World Cup Maribor Bronze Medalist  

¶ 2007 Fall Selection Champion  

¶ 2007 Spring Selection Match Champion  

¶ 2007 National Championships, 2nd  

¶ 2006 Double Trap National Champion  

¶ 2005 World Cup Korea Champion  

¶ 2005 World Cup Final, bronze  

¶ 2005 World Championships, team bronze  

¶ 2004 Olympic Games, 17th  

¶ 2000 Olympic Games, 15th  

¶ Finished second at the 2004 National Championships.  

¶ Member of 2003 Pan Am Game team.  

¶ 2003 menôs double trap national champion.  

¶ Gold Medalist in double trap at the 2002 Fall Selection Match.  

¶ Silver Medalist at the 2002 World Championships in double trap.  

¶ Gold Medalist and Quota place winner at 2002 World Cup Germany.  

¶ 2nd in double trap at 2002 National Championships.  

¶ Placed 5th at the 2001 World Clay Target Championships.  

¶ Gold at 2001 Korea World Cup.  

¶ 4th at 2001 World Cup Italy.  

¶ Gold at 2001 World Cup final.  

¶ Gold at 2001 Championship of the Americas.  

¶ 2000 National Championships gold medalist in double trap.  

¶ 1999 World Championships 4th in double trap.  

¶ Two gold medals in double trap at National Championships, men's and junior, silver in trap at 1999 

National Championships, junior.  

¶ Member of 1999 World Cup team.  

¶ Three goldðtwo in double trap, one in trap, silver in trap at 1999 Junior Olympic Championships.  

¶ 1998 two silverðtrap, double trap at National Championships, junior.  
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¶ Two goldðtrap, double trap and silver in trap at 1998 Junior Olympic Championships. 

  

Personal 

Glenn Eller is currently sitting atop the U.S. standings in the menôs double trap. At his current pace, he is 

looking to better his two appearances from 2000 and 2004 in Beijing. 

In 1996, Glenn was the first American to win the prestigious British Open Sporting Clay junior title. In 1994, 

he was the U.S. National Sporting Clay subjunior champion. He began shooting at eight under Jay Herbert 

and now trains with Olympian Dan Carlisle. Glenn hunts game birds and deer, and was a pole vaulter in high 

school. 

  

Did You Know? 

Walton Glenn Eller III is his full name, but he goes by Glenn for short. Pfc. Eller is currently a member of the 

U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit (USAMU) at Fort Benning, Ga. where he is part of a four man team that is 

currently dominating the double trap rankings. 

 

 

 

 

 
********************************************************************** 

 

Message from the Editor… 

 

     Greetings Eller Family!   Hope everyone had an 

enjoyable Summer!  Please continue to forward me 

interesting Eller tidbits, personal biographies, photos or 

any other items you think would be appealing to our 

members! 

 

              Randy Poplin 
 

 

Please forward all submissions to: rpoplin@dutil.com or 

mail to me at Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place, Dalton GA  

30720 

 

********************************************************************** 

mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE  

11
th

 EFA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
 

 

 

The 11
th

 EFA Biennial Conference will be held July 22-26, 2009 in Music 

City USA, Nashville, TN.  Karen Pelzman is our coordinator and along with 

her mother, Betty Russelavage, will be hosting the event. 

 

A fun-filled and informative time is to be expected.  A day trip including a 

tour of Nashville, a lunch stop and a tour of The Hermitage, the home of 

President Andrew Jackson is one of the formal activities planned.  There will 

also be optional discount tickets available for The Grand Ole Opry or The 

General Jackson Dinner Cruise on Friday evening, July 24
th
.  The banquet 

will prove to be a great time with an exceptional band , so bring your 

dancing shoes.  

 

We are looking forward to presentations by individuals throughout the 

conference.  If you have research you would like to share please contact me 

as soon as possible so we can add you to the schedule.  At past conferences 

we had several persons present to the group interesting information about 

their genealogy research, the history of EFA and future plans.   

 

If you are interested in coordinating and hosting the 12
th

 EFA Biennial 

Conference in 2011 please let me know so your presentation can be 

scheduled on our program. 

 

Last yearôs silent auction was a huge success and we are planning on a 

repeat performance.  Bring your best items to donate. 

 

Complete details and reservation forms will be in the November issue of the 

EFA Chronicles. 

 

Please contact Karen Pelzman at kpelzman2003@yahoo.com or 731-336-

1443 with any questions or if you would like to be a presenter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kpelzman2003@yahoo.com


Page 27                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 3 

***************************************************************************** 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO THE  
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION!  

**************************************************************************** 
Gordon Michael Eller     

(descendant of George Michael Eller) 

2320 Kirk Farm Place 

Kennesaw, GA 30152 

 

Victor Russelavage     

(descendant of George Michael Eller, and son of Betty Eller Russelavage) 

570 Upper Vista Rd 

Manitou Springs, CO 80829 

 

Jeffrie Normoyle 

(daughter of Betty Russelavage) 

 7328 Picnic Woods Road 

 Middletown, MD 21769 
  

Fred Bame, member of the Board of Directors, sent in the following memberships: 

 

Calvin Eller 

(descendant of John Jacob Eller) 

P O Box 482 

Rockwell, NC 28138 

 

Ruth Rushing 

(descendant of John Jacob Eller) 

200 St Andrews Blvd, #208 

Winter Park, FL 32792 

 

Stacy, Andy, & Morgan Bowlin 

(descendant of John Jacob Eller) 

8742 Bame Road 

Colfax. NC 27235 

 

Michael Pelzman 

(descendant of George Michael Eller, son of Karen Pelzman) 

665 Classon Ave, Apt 3A 

Brooklyn, NY 01238 

 

Mary Rogers 

(descendant of George Michael Eller, daughter of Karen Pelzman) 

8973 Edgewood Street 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80130 
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Dear Group Administrator, 
 
Due to popular demand Family Tree DNA is extending its Sizzling Summer 
Sale until September 30th! This promotion is geared toward bringing new 
members to your projects by offering the following big incentives:  

Product  Promotion  Original   Sale   

Y-DNA12  Free mtDNA $189 $99 

Y-DNA25 Free mtDNA $238 $148 

Y-DNA37 Reduced $189 $119 

Y-DNA37+mtDNA Reduced $339 $189 

Y-DNA67 Reduced $269 $218 

Y-DNA67+mtDNAplus Reduced $409 $288 

mtDNAplus Reduced $189 $149 

The purpose of this sale is to grow our database and at the same time help 
our Group Administrators encourage those ñfence sittersò to climb off the 
fence and join your project.  

To date, the reaction has been very strong and we feel the benefit to the 
database and to your projects justifies the extension of this promotion. We 
would also like to thank all of our Group Administrators who have sent details 
of this promotion out by email or by postings to blogs and lists. It is clearly 
working, and we ask that you continue your efforts to make this promotion a 
growth vehicle for your projects. 
  
IMPORTANT: This promotion requires that payment is either made by credit 
card or received by the conclusion of the sale on September 30th, 2008.  
  
As always, thank you for your continued support! 
   

 
Bennett Greenspan  
President 
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular 

family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and 

those of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and 

heritage. 

 

The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and 

most efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   

 

The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and 

associated family lines worldwide to: 

 Discover and preserve our historical past 

 Report current events and ongoing contributions 

 Develop and expand current family ties 

 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 

 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, 

May, August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 

17
th
 century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 

 

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send 

with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the 

Eller Family Association to: 

 Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer 

 Eller Family Association 

 P O Box 515 

 Sneads Ferry, NC 28460 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

  

Telephone ______________________ Email _____________________________ 

 

Name, dates and place of oldest known ancestor _____________________________ 

 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other family lines in which you are interested ___________________________________ 

 

If you have genealogical information or stories you would like to share with other Ellers in the 

Chronicles, please send to:  Edward K. Eller, 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle, Dalton, GA 30721  
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EFA ORGANIZATION 

 
 

President:  Edward K. Eller       1124 Ridgeleigh Circle        (706)278-1516  

                                Dalton, GA 30721         edsshoes@charterinternet.com  

 

Secretary/Treasurer Roger Eller        P O Box 515           (910)327-0223 

            Sneads Ferry, NC 28460      rfjse@embarqmail.com 

 

Board of Directors: Fred Bame        8744 Bame Rd               (336)638-6014     

            Colfax, NC 27235          fredbame@triad.rr.com 

  

   Joe R. Eller        2610 Nantucket Dr.          (336)765-7353  

            Winston Salem, NC 27103  jrgdeller@bellsouth.net 

 

   Nancy Eller         500 E. Mission St.          (817)297-1280 

             Crowley, TX 76036          nancyeller77@yahoo.com 

    

   Thomas J. Eller         1311 Masters Drive          (719)632-2259 

             Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com 

 

   Lois Hardy        2680 Delhi Drive          (330)825-7567 

             Clinton, OH 44216          loishy@aol.com  

 

Editor:   Randy Poplin         1911 Tara Place           (706)529-7485 

             Dalton, GA 30720           rpoplin@dutil.com 

 

Website:  Edward K. Eller        1124 Ridgeleigh Circle        (706)278-1516 

             Dalton, GA 30721          edsshoes@charterinternet.net 

 

Historian:  Julia S. Eller        P O Box 515           (910)327-0223  

                   Sneads Ferry, NC 28460      julia2834@embarqmail.com 

 

2009 Conference  

     Coordinator  Karen Pelzman         509 N. Poplar Street           (731)644-9057 

            Paris, TN  38242           kpelzman@yahoo.com 

 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 

 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 

 To report a change of address 

 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles 

 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles 

 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by James W.  

     Hook (1957, reprinted 1995) @ $32 ea 

 

Contact Edward K. Eller to order copies of the book John Jacob Eller and His Descendants by J. Gerald 

Eller, Edward K. Eller, and Janine Eller Porter (1998) 

 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles and on 

the World Wide Web. 

 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org   
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