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Message from the President 

 
Hello Eller Family! 

I am writing to you from sunny AZ.  Houston wasnôt hot enough for me, so now Iôm 

here in AZ.  I was not planning to be writing my first ñLetter from the Presidentò 

from AZ, but God had other plans. 

 

I came to AZ at the end of July, shortly after returning home from our reunion in 

Chattanooga.  Doctors had found a couple of aneurysms in my father, Verlie Eller, 

that required immediate surgery.  I came out to help my mom deal with all of that.  

My folks are 88 & 89 years old.  Soon after I arrived here my mother started running a 

fever and wound up in the hospital with pneumonia.  She was in ICU for several days 

and we werenôt sure that sheôd make it.  Well, to make a long story short, she and dad 

have both recovered, not without some difficulties, and are both living together in a 

group home in Mesa, AZ.  I have been busy trying to sort through their belongings 

and empty out their house so that we can sell it.  If you know of anyone that would 

like a 4 bedroom home on a 1 acre lot with several fruit trees, in Gilbert, AZ please let 

me know! 

We also had a shocking thing happen about several weeks ago with the passing of my 

sisterôs husband, Jim Bliss.  Many of you will remember him, as he has attended so 

many of the Eller family reunions with my sister Anna.  He died from a large 

hemorrhage in his brain after slipping and hitting his head while getting out of the 

bath tub.  He seemed all right at first but after a while he became sick to his stomach 

and unresponsive.  My sister called 911 and they took him to a hospital in Scottsdale, 

AZ where he died a few hours later.  He had ñdo not resuscitateò orders.  It all 

happened so quickly that it is hard for us here to believe that heôs really gone. 

 

I am hoping to return to Houston early in October, barring other unforeseen 

circumstances!  My husband and family miss me, as I do them.  Fortunately they are 

old enough to be self sufficient, but it will feel good to be back in my own house and 

bed. 

 

I hope that those who were able to attend the Eller Family Conference in 

Chattanooga had an enjoyable time.  It is always good to see family and distant 

cousins, meet up with new ones and try to figure out how weôre all connected.  Please 

plan to come to the next EFA reunion in July of 2013 which is slated to be held in 

Richmond, VA.  

 

Lauren Liggett 
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éfrom the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

What a great time we all had in Chattanooga at the EFA Conference!!  

Hats off to Ed Eller for doing such a wonderful job in organizing our 

event.  We stayed in a great hotel, had a great banquet dinner, great 

entertainment and a chance to catch up with our extended Eller family 

members.  Iôm looking forward to seeing everyone July 24-28, 2013 in 

Richmond, VA. 

 

We all need to work at getting new members (especially family members) 

interested in the EFA.  We need younger members so the EFA will 

continue for many years to come. 

 

On a more personal note, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude for 

being awarded the Eller Family Association Distinguished Service Award 

for 2011.   

 

 

Karen J. Pelzman, 

Secretary/Treasurer 

       

509 N Poplar St 

      Paris, TN 38242  

      kpelzman2003@yahoo.com 
 

 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION COOKBOOK 2011 

Order your copy now!!! Send $12.00 to: 

 

Karen Pelzman, EFA Secretary/Treasurer 

509 N Poplar St 

Paris, TN 38242 

731-644-9057 
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

July 21 and 23, 2011 

 

 

The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met at the Sheraton Read House, 

Chattanooga, TN, 8:30 AM, Eastern Time, July 21, 2011.  The following members of the 

board were present:  Ed Eller, President, Fred Bame, Vice President,  Director Joe Eller, 

Chronicles Editor Randy Poplin, and Secretary/Treasurer Karen Pelzman.  Not present 

was Nancy Eller, Tom Eller, Lois Hardy and Harvey Powers. 

 

The President called a quorum in order to hold the meeting ï the quorum was met.   

 

All members and officers need to work on getting new members for the EFA. 

 

Board members need to check inquiries on the EFA website at least once a week and 

reply to those they can answer. 

 

A membership to Ancestry.com was discussed for research by 5 Board members.  It will 

be discussed at the Business Meeting this afternoon. 

 

The 2013 EFA Conference was discussed and Karen Pelzman volunteered to host it in 

Richmond, VA.  This will also be presented at the Business Meeting. 

 

We will have a silent prayer for those members who passed away since the last EFA 

Conference at the Business Meeting. 

 

Ed thanked everyone for being present.  Having no more business to discuss the meeting 

adjourned at 9:00AM EST.  The next meeting is at 9:15 AM EST Saturday, July 23, 

2011. 

 

At 9:15 AM EST Saturday, July 23, 2011 in the meeting room at the Sheraton Read 

House, Chattanooga, TN, the second Board meeting was held.  The following members 

of the board were present:  Lauren Liggett, new Board President, Fred Bame, Vice 

President, Directors Joe Eller, Gene Ellison, and Ed Eller, Chronicles Editor Randy 

Poplin, and Secretary/Treasurer Karen Pelzman.  Not present were Tom Eller and Harvey 

Powers. 

 

The July 2011 to June 2012 budget was approved.  Karen was asked to check the By-

Laws to see if the EFA Fiscal Year End could be changed to July 31 rather than June 30 

in order to reflect the costs and income from the EFA Conferences.  This will be 

discussed at the next BOD conference call meeting. 

 

Karen was asked to send a list of members who are past-due on their dues about 1 week 

before the 2013 Conference in Richmond.  Karen was also asked to call Closson Printing 

to find out the minimum number of Chronicles we can have printed. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:25 AM EST. 

 

The next BOD conference call meeting will be at 9:00 PM EST on Sunday, October 16, 

2011.  

 

 

 

             

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

       Karen Pelzman 

       Secretary/Treasurer 
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ELEVENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

BUSINESS MEETING 

JULY 21, 2011 

 
 

President Ed Eller called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM EST. 

 

Jim Bliss led us in an opening prayer. 

 

Ed welcomed newcomers James and Phyllis Carter and friends to their first EFA 

Conference and hopes it will be the first of many. 

 

A moment of silence was held for EFA members who have passed away:  Vann Eller, 

Juanita Eller, Velma Eller Washington, Lynn Ellerôs sister, Dorothy, and Randy Poplinôs 

father, Don. 

 

Ed announced he has been the EFA President for 8 years and will be stepping down. 

 

Ed reported when a search on Ancestry.com is done on John Jacob Eller, there are 

110,000 sites going back to him. 

 

Joe Eller gave a DNA report for Joe Eller who was not able to attend.  He gave us a 

refresher on the use of DNA for genealogy.  Females can now have DNA testing done.  

Family Tree DNA website ï Family Finder is worth the cost after doing DNA test. 

 

Gene Ellison reported he has met distant cousins. 

 

The guest speaker was Keith Wilkinson from the Tennessee Visitors Center. 

 

Reminder that the newest EFA Chronicles are on our web site. 

 

Saturday is the Silent Auction from 1 PM to 3 PM when the auction closes. 

 

The following Board elections were held and approved: 

 President ï Lauren Liggett 

 Vice President ï Fred Bame 

 Board Members ï Joe Eller  

         Ed Eller 

         Tom Eller 

                               Harvey Powers ï Webmaster 

                                          Gene Ellison 

 Secretary/Treasurer ï Karen Pelzman 

 Historian ï Dean Eller 

 Editor ï Randy Poplin 
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Ed asked for items for the Chronicles on family history, pictures from the Conference. 

 

Lauren Ligget, the new EFA President, made a brief presentation on her background. 

 

Richmond, VA was approved as the site for the 2013 EFA Conference.  Karen Pelzman 

will be the host. 

 

The EFA will subscribe to Ancestry.com and the following board members will have 

access in order to do research for the Association: 

  Ed Eller 

  Tom Eller 

  Gene Ellison 

  Joe Eller 

  Harvey Powers 

 

Thanks were given to Paula and Cliff Eller for providing the 800 number used for the 

EFA BOD conference calls. 

 

Ed closed the business meeting at 3:30 PM EST. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      Karen J. Pelzman, Secretary/Treasurer 

      509 N Poplar St 

      Paris, TN 38242  

      kpelzman2003@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 8                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 3 

PHOTOS FROM THE 2011  

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE IN CHATTANOOGA, 

TENNESSEE 
~ JULY 20th thru 24th, 2011 ~ 

 

 
Everyone enjoyed the hospitality room to chat and to look 

at assorted EFA Conference Albums reunion albums from the past 
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John Eller and Dean Eller enjoy bidding on the silent auction items 

 

 
Roger Eller bidding on an item 
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Cynthia Eller, Gene Ellison and John Eller checking out the silent auction 

 

 
Ed Eller and Doris Jordan 
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Roger Eller presenting at one of the Sessions 

 

 
Everyone comparing notes at the history table 
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Fridayôs Bus Tour to Dalton and Carpet Mills 
 

 
 

 
An old Train Car at the Dalton Depot Museum 
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Ed and Betty Eller taking a break during the Tour on Friday. 

 

 

 

 
The Dalton Depot in Dalton Georgia 
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Lauren Liggett visiting the Museum in the Dalton Depot Museum 
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Tammy and Molly Poplin enjoying the tour 
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Ed pointing out the processes during the tour of Graphic Tufting Mills

 

Bruce Dyer explaining the carpet process to the group 

 


