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Thanks for allof your
hard work Harvey!!

You may submit material for publication
in The Eller Chroniclesas follows:
Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to

Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,
Dalton, GA 30720.

If you are submitting photographs, please scan
in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.
Most Kodak developers can perform this service
if you do not have a computer. If you prefer,
you may submit photo quality copies; however,

they will not be returned.
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Message from the President

It has been raining for the past 4 days here in North Geangla think
we are supposed to get four or five inches before it stops.

AWE HAVE A NEW WHBRNASYT PROWERS! 0
Everyone go to Eller.org and check out our beautiful new website. Read all
aboutHarveyin this issue of the Chronicles. We need to all send Harvey
items to post on the web and also send to Randy to put into the Chronicles.

We need to keep RogEtler and his sons Nathan and Craven in our
prayers on the loss of his wife and their mother. Julia had a tough battle
with Cancer and passed away March 12, 2009.

Betty is in California for 16 days. She is looking after our 3
grandchildren while or son Edd and Ginnie are in Hawaii. | will be going
out to join her on April L

Il n cleaning up my office, | found two
El'l er and his Descendantso. There wer e
sold 2 of themso wehave 7 available for purchas# you would like to
purchase one of these books, they are available for $60. Make checks out to
EFA and send to Roger or myself.

| WOULD LIKE TO REMIND EVERYONE TO KEEP SENDING IN
ARTICLES FOR THE CHRONICLES!

Ed Eller



efrom t he desKTremadurert he Secretar

The 11" Biennial Conference of The Eller Family Association this
July 2226 in Nashville has all the makings to be one of the best
meetings for the Association to date. The city of Nashville is
probably the most centrally located to maf our folks than any site

to date. Nashville is noted for its historical significance as well as an
entertainment center. Karen and Betty have spent a lot of time and
effort arranging these programs for our pleasure. You will find details
about that sewhere in this newsletter.

The membership of the Association will also have interesting sessions

planned including the subjects of DNA and the Eller.Org web site.

Much has happened concerning those s
there to learn first hahabout them. They will play a vital part of the

future of EFA.

The election of officers and directors of the Association for the-2009

2011 biennial term will, as at each biennial meeting, take place,

including that of the secretary/treasurer. | havermed President Ed

and the Nominating Committee that | will not be a nominee for the
secretary/treasureros office and wil
have enjoyed working as the S/T for the past six years with Presidents

Paula, Tom, and Ed. | thatike members of the Association for

giving me the opportunity.

See you in July.

Roger Elle



Eller Family Association
Minutes of the Board of Directors
January 11, 2009

The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met Janiia, 2009 at 9:00 PM
Eastern time via telephone. Those present were President Ed Eller, Directors Fred Bame,
Joe R. Eller, Nancy Eller, Tom Eller, Lois Hardy, Editor Randy Poplin, and Seeretary
Treasurer Roger Eller.

The President called the meetiogorder and asked that the upcoming biennial
conference in July be the first topic of discussion. Karen Pelzman, the Conference
Coordinator, was traveling in Colorado at the moment and could not be present for the
meeting. Ed said that she has requetgtedoard authorize her to contract for a band to
perform at the banquet. Following discussion, the board approved a maximum of $400
for entertainment for the banquet. It was noted that outstanding activities and events
have been arranged by Karen arettd for those of us attending the conferenc®ee(

pgs. 3235 of The Eller ChroniclesNovember 2008 issue)

A discussion regarding the Eller website followed, with comments that improvement
definitely is in order to get the system functioning satisfdgtoEd noted that funds

were previously approved for that purpose, but have not been used yet. He also stated
that he has talked with a professional in Dalton about the website, and suggests that we
employ her services, which he estimates to be ar§d@d. The Board concurred and

gave its approval.

Randy was asked for any comments that he may have regarding the newsletter. He

commended Tom for submitting the | etters writ
L. Eller, MD, USAF, a surgeon servimg Irag, which were published in the November
i ssue of the Chronicles. Randy said fAjust ke

Ed reported that Roger had informed him that he will not be a candidate for the office of
Secretary/Treasurer at the biennial conferencily. After reviewing the nomination

and election procedures, it was noting that the bylaws require the President to appoint a

nominating committee at least six months prior to the biennial meeting. Ed then

appointed Nancy, Lois, and Fred to thatnooittee. Ed also noted that there is a vacant
directordés seat on the board and asked the Co
seat alsp

Tom, reporting on the subject of DNA testing, said that twelve Eller descendants have
had the DNA testing, ogre in the process of being tested.

Roger noted that the next scheduled quarterly Board meeting falls on April 12, which is
Easter Sunday. After brief discussion, the date was changed to Sunday, April 5.

There being no further business, the meetinguadgd at 9:55 PM.
Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer



We have a new Webmaster for the
Eller Family Association Website!

Harvey Powers was born in Washington, D.C.
and raised in LaCrosse and South Hill,
Virginia. He attended Park View High School
where he was editor of the school newspaper
and a member of the Virginia High School
League state championship debate team. He
graduated in 1964.

He is a 1968 graduate of Randolph-Macon

College where he majored in Political

Science. Hewas actveon t he school 0s
debate team and worked on the campus radio

station.

He served in the U.S. Army, attaining the rank
of Specialist 5. He was stationed at Fort
Jackson in Columbia, South Carolina, and in
Heidelberg and Frankfurt in West Germany.

He worked as a DJ for South Hill radio station WIJWS (now WSHYV) while in high
school. And during college he worked on the campus radio station WRMB, and
later at WIVE (AM) in Ashland and at WRVA AM-FM in Richmond.

During summer vacations, he returned to work at WJWS and later worked in the
news department of WIBX in Utica, New York.

After graduation, he worked full time as a reporter, anchor and acting news
director at WRVA until he was drafted into the Army.

In the service, he worked as a public information specialist and later at the
central news desk of AFN Frankfurt (Armed Forces Radio). After his discharge
he returned to WRVA briefly and then joined the staff of WDBJ Television
(Roanoke) serving as their State Capitol reporter for nearly seven years.

While covering the Capitol, he also wrote a column for the South Hill (Virginia)
Enterprise and he taught a course in television news at Virginia Commonwealth
University (VCU).

In 1977, he became the assignment editor at WWBT television in Richmond. In
30 years, with WWBT, he served as assignment editor, 6pm newscast producer,
morning news anchor, assistant news director, news director, assistant vice



president for news, assistant vice president for new media and finally as online
content manager for the three Lincoln Financial Media television stations.

During this time, he was active in the

Association (RTNDA) serving on the RTNDA board for two terms and as regional
director for one. He was president of the Virginia UPI Broadcasters Association
and a member of the Virginia AP Broadcasters Association. In addition, he was a
member of the Richmond chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists,
Sigma Delta Chi.

During his tenure at WWBT, the s t a t newsideartment won numerous
awards including the best newscast designation from the Virginia Associated
Press, best news operation from the Virginia Association of Broadcasters, an
Edward R. Murrow Award for the station website and a Douglas Freeman Award
for Public Service through Journalism.

In 1996, he received the Alumni Sustained Excellence in Journalism award from
the Society of Collegiate Journalists at Randolph-Macon.

He retired from WWBT at the end of 2007 and began an online consulting and
web design business. He also works part time as a webmaster for the Southside
Virginia Community College.

He has been married to the former Lois Paynter for more than 40 years. They are
the parents of four grown children and grandparents of nine. Harvey and Lois
make their home on Lake Gaston in Mecklenburg County, Virginia.

They are active in Jerusalem United Methodist Church. Harvey enjoys genealogy

and helping Lois with her gardening. He is a member of the Eller Family
Association and the Southside Genealogical Society.

(See below for information about our

Radi o



ANEW AND | MPROVEDO
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION WEBSITE!
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LATEST EFA NEWS
Q Pu Bl:la'_rloNs g - Click On Any Headline Below For Additional Details

Post Your Inquiry On Our Guestbook

MEMBE_RSHIﬁ Are you looking for help with your Eller research? Perhaps someone visiting this website can help. Visit our
‘guestbook’ and post your question

RESEARCH EFA Biennial Conference Set For Nashville
CON_FEEENCES The 11th Annual Biennial Conference will be held July 22-26, 2009, in Music City, USA, Mashville, TN. Karen
Pelzman is our coordinator and a\ong with her mother, EletTy' RUSSelaVage. will be nOStlng the event.

ﬂ LINKS “ New Website Now Online

You're looking at ‘phase one’ of a new website for the Eller Family Association.We hope to make it cleaner and
easier to use and we pledge to try and keep the content updated.

November 2008 "Chronicles" Now Available

The Movember 2008 Edition of "The Eller Chronicles” has been mailed to EFA members.

Search past articles by keyword: H Search ]

(c) 2009, The Eller Family Association. All Rights Reserved. w

Darie & [& €D mnternet F100% v

Thanks to Harvey Powers, our new Webmaster, for getting the Eller Family
Association Website up-to-date and nicer than ever!
The link to visit the website is www.eller.org

The only place where a password is required is if you want to view the most
recent AEIl er Chronicleso The password yol

As part of the new website, EFA memberscan subscribe to an email newsletter
we'll send out periodically to bring you updates and other information between
issues of The Chronicles. Please take a moment to sign up online at
http://www.eller.org/pub_newsletter.html We won't sell or otherwise disclose
your email address. We'll keep it in a secure place. And each newsletter will
have a link that allows you to 'un -subscribe.’

| think everyone is going to be blo wn away by such an
outstanding job that Harvey has done!


http://www.eller.org/
http://www.eller.org/pub_newsletter.html

Ed and Betty Eller Celebrate their 50 th
Wedding Anniversary!
(October 4™ , 2008)

Ed and Bettycelebrating in Dalton with acae that has the 50
Anniversary Topper utsAendlersarty Bett yds P
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Photo of Ed an(Betfy at their Wedding with B twh“ms
Mrs. Effie LouBurnettandEd 6 s Aunt, Bonnie Tarpl



The entire Ed Eller Family was able tGelebrate
Ed and B wWeddiyg@Asnivdrsary
together in California at Christmas thipastyear.

Included in photo: front rowi Chet Grisso, Emily Pog#, Chloe Eller,
Molly Poplin, Cindie Grisso (daughter)
middle row i Cyla Grisso, Savannah Eller, Catri Grisso
back rowi Ranay Poplin, Tammy Poplin (daughter), Betty Eller, Ed
Eller, Evan Eller, Ginnie Eller and Edd Eller (son)



Golden Anniversary for Joe and Dean Eller

Joe and Dean Eller of WinsteéBalem celebrated their 8&vedding

anniversaryon November 15, 2008They took a family trip to Charleston,

SC during the Thanksgiving holidays. The family enjoyed the Thanksgiving

buffetatt he Franci s Marion Hotel, and al so
Their childrentreated them to dinner at the Peninsula Grill and their famous

seven layer coconut cake.

The coupleds children and their spouses
Clemmons, NC and Braahd Cynthia Eller of Marietta, GA. The couple has

four grandchildren, Drew Eller a student at Appalachian State in Boone, NC,

Kaitlin Eller a student at UNCG in Greensboro, N&am Eller a student at

Walton High School and Emily Eller a studenDatkerson Middle School

in Marietta, Ga.

Mr. Eller retired from Blaze Air Heating & Air Conditioning. Mrs. Eller
retired from US Airways. They were married November 15, 1958 in Lenoir,
NC.



The Eller Coat of Arms

By Harvey W. Powers

So, istherereallyanEler Family ACoat of Armso or ¢
companies making up pictures and just trying to sell-sfarts, mugs and
mouse pads?

After | received yet another email offe
Eller crest (this time on a key chaiorfalmost ten dollars), | began to
wonder.

The answer is that there IS an Eller crest but there is no picture of it, just a
written description in French. And when different artists work from that
description, they come up with slightly different images.

2 s G z
All of the above images purport to be the Eller Coat of Arms. In fact, the

Eller Family Association uses the crest in the upper left corner. All six
images do, in fact, appear to come from that written description. And the




6real 6 cr e sdomgthing lixeatheseifferent orles If you look
closely they are similar.

Because our ancestry is German, the closest thing to an official source is
the Rietstap Armorial General. Rietstap's Armorial Generals was compiled
by J.B. Rietstap, a Heraldic #ority. He put together a complete registry

of all names and arms recorded and granted from the earliest to the present
time from the colleges of arms, on the Continent, and some on the British
Isles.

A name became registered when it gained enough pragen&he name
EI'ler I s registered in this document bu

Names have been registered in Germany since the 1500's and the name
Eller was added between 1650 and 1700. Each name registered has a coat
of arms designed for.it

The fact that there is an Eller coat of arms does not mean that we are
necessarily from the family for whom th
to speculate.

According to Rietstap, the Eller coat of arms contains a large shield with a
smaller shieldn the center. Radiating from behind the smaller shield in the
center there are what appears to be rays of light. The three colors that make
up this crest are red, blue and gold.

The family motto reads "Gloria Virtutis Umbra" or "Glory and virtue from

the dar kness, 0 or ARGl ory is the shadow o
shadow of virtue. o
In understanding the Eller Coat of Arms one starts from the top, the crest.
Most crests were animals, some real, some mythical. Sometimes the animal
is crouched, sontienes erect. If it is erect it is an indication of rank.

However, the Eller crest is a pair of angel wings.

The Eller helmet is in profile, the visor is closed and the slits are straight.

The shield is simpler than most with twelve blue (azure) and(go)d
sections surrounding a red (gules) center.

Experts say all this means the Mr. Eller for whom the Coat of Arms was
created was likely a parson, preacher or priest. The evidence is the crest of
angel wings and the shield of twelve blue and gold sesfior twelve

apostles with their Lord at the center in red.



The helmet does not face front. That means Mr. Eller was not considered
nobility.

The slits in the helmet means he did not go on the Crusades.

The fact that the language of the descriptioRrench would have placed
this family in continental Europe.

That would mean that most of the coats of arms shown above (perhaps with

the exception of the second one, which
are reasonable interpretations of the desonptSo, pick which ever one

you want on your coffee mug!

Some information for this item came from previous articles in the Eller

Chronicles by Thomas H. Eller of Huntsville, Alabama and Geraldine Crill

Eller writing about Jay Vernard Eller. Also ussds information fronThe

Oxford Guide to Heraldrpy Thomas Woodcock and John Martin

Robinson and i nf or maADicbonaryfofHeraldn'St ephen F



USA Shooting Announces Glenn Eller, Kim Rhode as 2008
Athletes of the Year

USA Shooting - USA Shooting November 13, 2008

Photo: Nick Laham/Getty Images

Walton Glenn Eller of the United States competes in the men's double trap held at the Beijing
Shooting Range Hall dur ing Day 4 of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games on August 12, 2008 in
Beijing, China.

USA Shooting is pleased to announce that 2008 Olympic gold medalist Glenn Eller (Katy,
Texas) and 2008 Olympic silver medalist Kim Rhode (EI Monte, Calif.) have been selected
as the 2008 USAS Athletes of the Year.

These athletes were chosen based on the USAS Athlete of the Year Policies and
Procedures and were selected by a points system.

Three -time Olympian Eller, a member of the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit (USAMU),
claimed t he first Olympic medal of his career when he captured the Men's Double Trap
gold in Beijing this past August. He also claimed the silver medal at the Beijing World
Cup in April, which served as the test event for the Olympic Games and placed fourth at
both World Cup Kerrville and World Cup Suhl. Nationally, Eller finished in first place
overall at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Shotgun and also claimed the top spots
at the Shotgun National Championships and Shotgun Fall Selection Match, landing
himse If a spot on the 2009 World Shotgun Championship team.

Four-time Olympian Rhode, who was also the 2007 USAS Female Athlete of the year,
captured her fourth career Olympic medal in Beijing when she brought home the silver

in Women's Skeet. She won the silve r medal at the World Cup in Kerrville, Texas in May
and finished in fourth place at the World Cup Suhl and also at the World Cup Final in
Minsk, Belarus. Rhode won the Women's Skeet event at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team
Trials and was also the 2008 National Champion. Rhode finished in second place at the
Shotgun Fall Selection Match, claiming a spot on the 2009 World Shotgun Championship
team.

Eller and Rhode were selected as the overall USAS Athletes of the Year, but USAS would
also like to recognize the Dis  cipline Athletes of the Year, who earned the highest
number of points in each discipline. Last year's Male Athlete of the Year, Matt Emmons
(Browns Mills, N.J.), was the top male athlete for rifle, while Jamie Beyerle (Lebanon, Pa.)


http://shooting.teamusa.org/news/article/7811
http://shooting.teamusa.org/news/article/7811

won the honor for women ‘s rifle and Jason Turner (Rochester, N.Y.) had the highest
number of points for men's pistol. Eller and Rhode are also the Athletes of the Year for
the shotgun discipline.

Two-time Olympian Emmons, who is the 2004 Olympic gold medalist in Men's 50m
Prone Rifle, grabbed the silver in prone at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing and
finished in fourth place in Men's 50m 3 Position Rifle. He won a silver medal in Men's
10m Air Rifle at the 2008 Beijing World Cup and claimed a bronze in prone at World Cup
Milan. At the 2008 ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup Final in Bangkok, Thailand, Emmons
captured a gold medal in men's 3 position as well as silver in both air and prone, which
is the first time a U.S. shooter has earned three medals at a World Cup Final. Emmons
also earned the national title in all three events at the 2008 USA Shooting National
Championships.

Beyerle finished fourth at the 2008 Olympic Games in Women's 10m Air Rifle and fifth in
Women's 50m 3 Position Rifle. She was the World Cup Milan silver medalist in 3 position
and finished fifth at the World Cup Final. Beyerle won the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials

for Smallbore and was also the 2008 National Champion in women's 3 position. She

finished second at nationals in air rifle.

Two -time Olympian Turner, wh o competed in both Men's 50m Free Pistol and Men's 10m
Air Pistol at the 2008 Olympic Games, captured a bronze in air pistol, which was the

first Olympic medal of his career. Turner took first place in both air and free pistol at the
2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials and was the national champion in air pistol. He took

third place in free pistol at the 2008 Nationals. Turner most recently finished seventh in

air pistol at the Rifle/Pistol World Cup Final.

The overall athletes of the year will be submitted to th e U.S. Olympic Committee for
consideration for the 2008 USOC SportsMan and Sports Women of the Year awards,
which have been presented annually since 1974 to the top overall male and female
athletes within the U.S. Olympic Family.

(Glenn Eller is the gran dson of Nancy and Walt Eller)



Below is a reprint submitted by Fred Bame from the Salisbury
Sunday Post, July 9th,
1967

ler Believes Row:

REMEMBERS — John Eller, who is.
now nearing his 92nd birthday, re-
members the rithes that were dug. =
from Gold Hill and other mining prop- °

" erties. He believes the hotianza will be

opened again. (Post Photos by Jim
‘Barringer) - R LT




By HEATH THOMAS
Post Staff Writer

The riches of the Rowan
gold fields wil be tapped
again some day. .

John Eler of near Em-
manuel Church, who is now
nearing his 92nd birthday,
remembers the rniches that
were dug Frem Gold Hill and
other nearby mining pro-
perties — for he helped unlock °
the treasure chest. .

And John Eller believes that
the bonanza will be opened
again by some futuré genera-

~ tlon. *The Lord, I believe has
" something’ to do with it,” he
~ said a few days ago as he
sat in the lonely room  where |
. he spends -his days, ‘7Every
few generations, the Lord
pays out some - minerals for
man. o use. "No, there zre
not many of us mining men |
left — omly a few,” he con- °
tinued. - ;
John A. Eller was born near ;
St. Maflthew's Lutheran
Church “10 years after the
surrender.™
“My father,” he continued,
“was Willam S. Eller. My
- mother was Mary Jane :
Wagoner from near the :
Rowan-Cabarrus line, I was
baptized In the old church |
building at St. Matthews, My
daddy was 'a ‘pambler’ and
1 was homn on a rented farm.
.. I was just a kid when I got
“ajob at’a mine near New
London. -It'. was operated by
an English company. T'd get
" up early in the morning and !
" walk from near Gold Hill to
", New London. My first job was
" pulling one end of a cross-cut

..saw.. 1 cant remember the { . .

. mame of the English company
that operated the mine. But
ihe wapge scale was mighty
low. They tried to pump water
from ihe rivar to the mine
gitl.\'l:aw London. Tt didn't work

RECONSTRUCTION

John Eller looked out the .
window intp the summer
sunshine and recalled the hard |
days of Reconstructiom -*1 |
don't ‘remember just what I |
wds paid — but it was mighty |
little. I didn't get to go to |:
school. Grandfather Wagoner i
gave mother a small tract i
of land. I had three sisters |
and a brother, They are all |
dead pow." - i

Eler worked for a time at !
the Isephour mine on the Gold
Hill-Concord Road near St.—J
. Stephen's Church, “We didn't :

‘use ld}nmnite-liké that used l

{oday,” he said. “We'd make
a paper tube by wrapping #
around a shovel handle. We'd
fill the tube with black
powder. We'd [ill the paper
fube with black powder which
we'd use for a fuse”

The old miner said most
‘of the ore was brought from

the shafts by bucket and -’

windlass.

He remembars “Ceaph”
Fisher with much affection.
Ceaph is a retired Negro
miner who lives near Gold
Hill. The late Jack Fisher was
the father of Ceaph and Bob.
“They were all mighty good
men,” said Eller, “They were
all mining men.”

Eller” recalls- that the
doughty Walter George
Newman, whom he worked
for, was the last man to
oparate the Gold Hill mines
on a large scale. His appraisal’
of Newman was:. “He was
@ most extravagant man." -

~ UNLIKE HIS BROTHER

He recalled that Joseph,
Waller Gecorge's brather, was

. a qualified mining engineer
who was guile unlike his more
colorful brother. “Joseph com-
mitted sunicide,” said Eller,

“at a small mining property -

near Liberty, He left his gold
watch nearby and exploded
a stick of dynamite om bis
chest." . .

Walter George worked his
Gold Hill properties and sold .

-V?orld War i;W'heu'ii was

taken over by the Aluminum

. Company of America.

Eller alsp worked for a time
in construeting the downriver
project at Blewitt Falls. The
old-ex miner has — except
for his declining: years —
spent most of his life at
“public work.” During his life,
he has bought three fracts
of East Rowan land. He
makes his home with his son,
William Claude Eller, near
Emmanuel Church.

. Meenwhile, he believes, as
do most of the old mining

“men, that some fituré genera-

tion will tap aga™n the bonanza
that earth has- kept locked
in the Rowan gold Gelds.

stock in his many enterprises- - -

During one of Newman's
absences from Rowan, Eller

worked far a time at the old !
which
emptied an estimated = $20 ¢

Whitney  project

million from the builders.

“The work at Whitney was!
‘a man-killing project,” said:
Elér. "The dam was made

of stone, cut at Granite Quar-:
ry and hauled to Whilney Sta-!

tion.” - -

After the. Whitney project 1_ )

fafled, Eller worked for a time
at the Badin site. The French
started the project and aban-
doned it with the start of




Below is an article submitted by Nancy Eller from the West Virginia Genealogy
Website. Clarice Eller Stanley is a descencant of Henry Eller

Clarice (left) was honored on her 80th Birthday at the
Wheeling Area Genealogical Society meeting, 8 Nov 2003.
The cake was provided by Naomi Lowe Hupp (rt).







