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You may submit material for publication  

in The Eller Chronicles as follows: 

Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to  

Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,  

Dalton, GA  30720. 

If you are submitting photographs, please scan  

in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.  

Most Kodak developers can perform this service 

if you do not have a computer.  If you prefer,  

you may submit photo quality copies; however, 

they will not be returned. 

Our spotlight on an  

Eller Family Association 

Member  

this month is on  

Harvey Powers 

who has done an outstanding 

job at updating the  

Eller Family 

AssociationWebsite! 

Read more about  

Harvey on page 5. 

 

Thanks for all of your  

hard work Harvey!! 
 

mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com


Message from the President 
 

       
 

      It has been raining for the past 4 days here in North Georgia, and I think 

we are supposed to get four or five inches before it stops.   

 

     ñWE HAVE A NEW WEB MASTERéHARVEY POWERS!ò  

Everyone go to Eller.org and check out our beautiful new website.  Read all 

about Harvey in this issue of the Chronicles.  We need to all send Harvey 

items to post on the web and also send to Randy to put into the Chronicles.   

 

     We need to keep Roger Eller and his sons Nathan and Craven in our 

prayers on the loss of his wife and their mother.  Julia had a tough battle 

with Cancer and passed away March 12, 2009.  

 

     Betty is in California for 16 days.  She is looking after our 3 

grandchildren while our son Edd and Ginnie are in Hawaii.  I will be going 

out to join her on April 1
st
.   

 

     In cleaning up my office, I found two boxes of the book ñJohn Jacob 

Eller and his Descendantsò.  There were nine books in the two boxes.  I have 

sold 2 of them, so we have 7 available for purchase.  If you would like to 

purchase one of these books, they are available for $60.  Make checks out to 

EFA and send to Roger or myself. 

 

    I WOULD LIKE TO REMIND EVERYONE TO KEEP SENDING IN 

ARTICLES FOR THE CHRONICLES! 

 

         Ed Eller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



éfrom the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer 

 
      

The 11
th
 Biennial Conference of The Eller Family Association this 

July 22-26 in Nashville has all the makings to be one of the best 

meetings for the Association to date.  The city of Nashville is 

probably the most centrally located to more of our folks than any site 

to date.  Nashville is noted for its historical significance as well as an 

entertainment center.  Karen and Betty have spent a lot of time and 

effort arranging these programs for our pleasure. You will find details 

about that elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

The membership of the Association will also have interesting sessions 

planned including the subjects of DNA and the Eller.Org web site.  

Much has happened concerning those subjects and letôs plan to be 

there to learn first hand about them.  They will play a vital part of the 

future of EFA. 

 

The election of officers and directors of the Association for the 2009-

2011 biennial term will, as at each biennial meeting, take place, 

including that of the secretary/treasurer.  I have informed President Ed 

and the Nominating Committee that I will not be a nominee for the 

secretary/treasurerôs office and will turn it over to someone else.  I 

have enjoyed working as the S/T for the past six years with Presidents 

Paula, Tom, and Ed.  I thank the members of the Association for 

giving me the opportunity.   

 

See you in July. 

 

 

 

. 

 
 

         Roger Eller 

 

 

 
 



Eller Family Association 

Minutes of the Board of Directors 

January 11, 2009 

 

The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met January 11, 2009 at 9:00 PM 

Eastern time via telephone.  Those present were President Ed Eller, Directors Fred Bame, 

Joe R. Eller, Nancy Eller, Tom Eller, Lois Hardy, Editor Randy Poplin, and Secretary-

Treasurer Roger Eller.   

 

The President called the meeting to order and asked that the upcoming biennial 

conference in July be the first topic of discussion.  Karen Pelzman, the Conference 

Coordinator, was traveling in Colorado at the moment and could not be present for the 

meeting.  Ed said that she has requested the Board authorize her to contract for a band to 

perform at the banquet.  Following discussion, the board approved a maximum of $400 

for entertainment for the banquet.  It was noted that outstanding activities and events 

have been arranged by Karen and Betty for those of us attending the conference.  (See 

pgs. 32-35 of The Eller Chronicles, November 2008 issue) 

 

A discussion regarding the Eller website followed, with comments that improvement 

definitely is in order to get the system functioning satisfactorily.  Ed noted that funds 

were previously approved for that purpose, but have not been used yet.  He also stated 

that he has talked with a professional in Dalton about the website, and suggests that we 

employ her services, which he estimates to be around $400.  The Board concurred and 

gave its approval.   

 

Randy was asked for any comments that he may have regarding the newsletter.  He 

commended Tom for submitting the letters written by Tom and Anneôs son, Major Robert 

L. Eller, MD, USAF, a surgeon serving in Iraq, which were published in the November 

issue of the Chronicles.  Randy said ñjust keep the information comingò. 

 

Ed reported that Roger had informed him that he will not be a candidate for the office of 

Secretary/Treasurer at the biennial conference in July.   After reviewing the nomination 

and election procedures, it was noting that the bylaws require the President to appoint a 

nominating committee at least six months prior to the biennial meeting.  Ed then 

appointed Nancy, Lois, and Fred to that committee.  Ed also noted that there is a vacant 

directorôs seat on the board and asked the Committee to nominate someone to fill that 

seat also. 

 

Tom, reporting on the subject of DNA testing, said that twelve Eller descendants have 

had the DNA testing, or, are in the process of being tested. 

 

Roger noted that the next scheduled quarterly Board meeting falls on April 12, which is 

Easter Sunday.  After brief discussion, the date was changed to Sunday, April 5. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM.        

       Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 

 



We have a new Webmaster for the 
 Eller Family Association Website! 

 
 

Harvey Powers was born in Washington, D.C. 
and raised in LaCrosse and South Hill, 
Virginia. He attended Park View High School 
where he was editor of the school newspaper 
and a member of the Virginia High School 
League state championship debate team. He 
graduated in 1964.  
 
He is a 1968 graduate of Randolph-Macon 
College where he majored in Political 
Science. He was active on the schoolôs 
debate team and worked on the campus radio 
station.  
 
He served in the U.S. Army, attaining the rank 
of Specialist 5. He was stationed at Fort 
Jackson in Columbia, South Carolina, and in 
Heidelberg and Frankfurt in West Germany.  

 
He worked as a DJ for South Hill radio station WJWS (now WSHV) while in high 
school. And during college he worked on the campus radio station WRMB, and 
later at WIVE (AM) in Ashland and at WRVA AM-FM in Richmond. 
 
During summer vacations, he returned to work at WJWS and later worked in the 
news department of WIBX in Utica, New York.  
 
After graduation, he worked full time as a reporter, anchor and acting news 
director at WRVA until he was drafted into the Army.   
 
In the service, he worked as a public information specialist and later at the 
central news desk of AFN Frankfurt (Armed Forces Radio). After his discharge 
he returned to WRVA briefly and then joined the staff of WDBJ Television 
(Roanoke) serving as their State Capitol reporter for nearly seven years.   
 
While covering the Capitol, he also wrote a column for the South Hill (Virginia) 
Enterprise and he taught a course in television news at Virginia Commonwealth 
University (VCU).  
 
In 1977, he became the assignment editor at WWBT television in Richmond. In 
30 years, with WWBT, he served as assignment editor, 6pm newscast producer, 
morning news anchor, assistant news director, news director, assistant vice 



president for news, assistant vice president for new media and finally as online 
content manager for the three Lincoln Financial Media television stations. 
 
During this time, he was active in the Radio Television News Directorôs 
Association (RTNDA) serving on the RTNDA board for two terms and as regional 
director for one. He was president of the Virginia UPI Broadcasters Association 
and a member of the Virginia AP Broadcasters Association. In addition, he was a 
member of the Richmond chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, 
Sigma Delta Chi.  
 
During his tenure at WWBT, the stationôs news department won numerous 
awards including the best newscast designation from the Virginia Associated 
Press, best news operation from the Virginia Association of Broadcasters, an 
Edward R. Murrow Award for the station website and a Douglas Freeman Award 
for Public Service through Journalism.  
 
In 1996, he received the Alumni Sustained Excellence in Journalism award from 
the Society of Collegiate Journalists at Randolph-Macon.  
 
He retired from WWBT at the end of 2007 and began an online consulting and 
web design business. He also works part time as a webmaster for the Southside 
Virginia Community College.   
 
He has been married to the former Lois Paynter for more than 40 years. They are 
the parents of four grown children and grandparents of nine. Harvey and Lois 
make their home on Lake Gaston in Mecklenburg County, Virginia.  
 
They are active in Jerusalem United Methodist Church. Harvey enjoys genealogy 
and helping Lois with her gardening. He is a member of the Eller Family 
Association and the Southside Genealogical Society.  
 
 
 
(See below for information about our ñNew and Improvedò Website!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   ñNEW AND IMPROVEDò  
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION WEBSITE!  

 

 
 

Thanks to Harvey Powers, our new Webmaster, for getting the Eller Family 
Association Website up-to-date and nicer than ever!   

The link to visit the website is www.eller.org  
 

The only place where a password is required is if you want  to view the most 
recent ñEller Chroniclesò  The password you will use is ñellerhistoryò 

 
As part of the new website, EFA members can subscribe to an email  newsletter 
we'll send out periodically to bring you updates and other information between 

issues of The Chronicles. Please take a moment to sign up online at 
http://www.eller.org/pub_newsletter.html   We won't sell or otherwise disclose 

your email address. We'll keep it in a secure place. And each newsletter will 
have a link that allows you to 'un -subscribe.' 

 

I think everyone is going to be blo wn away by such an 
outstanding job that Harvey has done!  

http://www.eller.org/
http://www.eller.org/pub_newsletter.html


Ed and Betty Eller Celebrate their 50 th  

Wedding Anniversary!  

(October 4th , 2008)  

 
Ed and Betty celebrating in Dalton with a cake that has the 50th 

Anniversary Topper used at Bettyôs Parentôs 50th Anniversary 

 
Photo of Ed and Betty at their Wedding with Bettyôs Mother,  

Mrs. Effie Lou Burnett and Edôs Aunt, Bonnie Tarpley 



 

The entire Ed Eller Family was able to Celebrate  

Ed and Bettyôs 50th Wedding Anniversary  

together in California at Christmas this past year.   

 
Included in photo:  front row ï Chet Grisso, Emily Poplin, Chloe Eller, 

Molly Poplin, Cindie Grisso (daughter) 
middle row ï Cyla Grisso, Savannah Eller, Catri Grisso 

back row ï Randy Poplin, Tammy Poplin (daughter), Betty Eller, Ed 
Eller, Evan Eller, Ginnie Eller and Edd Eller (son) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Golden Anniversary for Joe and Dean Eller 
 

Joe and Dean Eller of Winston-Salem celebrated their 50
th
 wedding 

anniversary on November 15, 2008.  They took a family trip to Charleston, 

SC during the Thanksgiving holidays. The family enjoyed the Thanksgiving 

buffet at the Francis Marion Hotel, and also dinner at Hymanôs Seafood. 

Their children treated them to dinner at the Peninsula Grill and their famous 

seven layer coconut cake. 

 

The coupleôs children and their spouses are: Rod and Heidi Eller of 

Clemmons, NC and Brad and Cynthia Eller of Marietta, GA. The couple has 

four grandchildren, Drew Eller a student at Appalachian State in Boone, NC, 

Kaitlin Eller a student at UNCG in Greensboro, NC.  Sam Eller a student at 

Walton High School and Emily Eller a student at Dickerson Middle School 

in Marietta, Ga. 

 

Mr. Eller retired from Blaze Air Heating & Air Conditioning.  Mrs. Eller 

retired from US Airways.  They were married November 15, 1958 in Lenoir, 

NC. 
 

 



The Eller Coat of Arms 

By Harvey W. Powers 

So, is there really an Eller Family ñCoat of Armsò or crest?  Or are a lot of 

companies making up pictures and just trying to sell me t-shirts, mugs and 

mouse pads?   

After I received yet another email offer to provide me with the ñofficialò 

Eller crest (this time on a key chain for almost ten dollars), I began to 

wonder.  

The answer is that there IS an Eller crest but there is no picture of it, just a 

written description in French.  And when different artists work from that 

description, they come up with slightly different images. 

 

All of the above images purport to be the Eller Coat of Arms.  In fact, the 

Eller Family Association uses the crest in the upper left corner.  All six 

images do, in fact, appear to come from that written description.  And the 



órealô crest probably looks something like these different ones. If you look 

closely they are similar.  

Because our ancestry is German, the closest thing to an official source is 

the Rietstap Armorial General. Rietstap's Armorial Generals was compiled 

by J.B. Rietstap, a Heraldic Authority. He put together a complete registry 

of all names and arms recorded and granted from the earliest to the present 

time from the colleges of arms, on the Continent, and some on the British 

Isles. 

A name became registered when it gained enough prominence. The name 

Eller is registered in this document but the source of prominence isnôt clear.  

Names have been registered in Germany since the 1500's and the name 

Eller was added between 1650 and 1700. Each name registered has a coat 

of arms designed for it.  

The fact that there is an Eller coat of arms does not mean that we are 

necessarily from the family for whom the symbol was created. But itôs fair 

to speculate.  

According to Rietstap, the Eller coat of arms contains a large shield with a 

smaller shield in the center. Radiating from behind the smaller shield in the 

center there are what appears to be rays of light. The three colors that make 

up this crest are red, blue and gold.  

 

The family motto reads "Gloria Virtutis Umbra" or "Glory and virtue from 

the darkness,ò or ñGlory is the shadow of virtueò or ñHoliness from the 

shadow of virtue.ò 

 

In understanding the Eller Coat of Arms one starts from the top, the crest. 

Most crests were animals, some real, some mythical. Sometimes the animal 

is crouched, sometimes erect. If it is erect it is an indication of rank. 

However, the Eller crest is a pair of angel wings. 

 

The Eller helmet is in profile, the visor is closed and the slits are straight.  

 

The shield is simpler than most with twelve blue (azure) and gold (or) 

sections surrounding a red (gules) center. 

 

Experts say all this means the Mr. Eller for whom the Coat of Arms was 

created was likely a parson, preacher or priest. The evidence is the crest of 

angel wings and the shield of twelve blue and gold sections for twelve 

apostles with their Lord at the center in red. 



 

The helmet does not face front. That means Mr. Eller was not considered 

nobility. 

 

The slits in the helmet means he did not go on the Crusades. 

 

The fact that the language of the description is French would have placed 

this family in continental Europe.  

 

That would mean that most of the coats of arms shown above (perhaps with 

the exception of the second one, which doesnôt have the red in the center) 

are reasonable interpretations of the description.  So, pick which ever one 

you want on your coffee mug! 

 

 

Some information for this item came from previous articles in the Eller 

Chronicles by Thomas H. Eller of Huntsville, Alabama and Geraldine Crill 

Eller writing about Jay Vernard Eller.  Also used was information from The 

Oxford Guide to Heraldry by Thomas Woodcock and John Martin 

Robinson and information from Stephen Friarôs  A Dictionary of Heraldry.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



USA Shooting Announces Glenn Eller, Kim Rhode as 2008 
Athletes of the Year 
USA Shooting  - USA Shooting November 13, 2008  

 

Photo: Nick Laham/Getty Images 

Walton Glenn Eller of the United States competes in the men's double trap held at the Beijing 

Shooting Range Hall dur ing Day 4 of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games on August 12, 2008 in 

Beijing, China.  

USA Shooting is pleased to announce that 2008 Olympic gold medalist Glenn Eller (Katy, 

Texas) and 2008 Olympic silver medalist Kim Rhode (El Monte, Calif.) have been selected  

as the 2008 USAS Athletes of the Year.  

These athletes were chosen based on the USAS Athlete of the Year Policies and 

Procedures and were selected by a points system.  

Three -time Olympian Eller, a member of the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit (USAMU), 

claimed t he first Olympic medal of his career when he captured the Men's Double Trap 

gold in Beijing this past August. He also claimed the silver medal at the Beijing World 

Cup in April, which served as the test event for the Olympic Games and placed fourth at 

both  World Cup Kerrville and World Cup Suhl. Nationally, Eller finished in first place 

overall at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials for Shotgun and also claimed the top spots 

at the Shotgun National Championships and Shotgun Fall Selection Match, landing 

himse lf a spot on the 2009 World Shotgun Championship team.  

Four -time Olympian Rhode, who was also the 2007 USAS Female Athlete of the year, 

captured her fourth career Olympic medal in Beijing when she brought home the silver 

in Women's Skeet. She won the silve r medal at the World Cup in Kerrville, Texas in May 

and finished in fourth place at the World Cup Suhl and also at the World Cup Final in 

Minsk, Belarus. Rhode won the Women's Skeet event at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team 

Trials and was also the 2008 National Champion. Rhode finished in second place at the 

Shotgun Fall Selection Match, claiming a spot on the 2009 World Shotgun Championship 

team.  

Eller and Rhode were selected as the overall USAS Athletes of the Year, but USAS would 

also like to recognize the Dis cipline Athletes of the Year, who earned the highest 

number of points in each discipline. Last year's Male Athlete of the Year, Matt Emmons 

(Browns Mills, N.J.), was the top male athlete for rifle, while Jamie Beyerle (Lebanon, Pa.) 

http://shooting.teamusa.org/news/article/7811
http://shooting.teamusa.org/news/article/7811


won the honor for women 's rifle and Jason Turner (Rochester, N.Y.) had the highest 

number of points for men's pistol. Eller and Rhode are also the Athletes of the Year for 

the shotgun discipline.  

Two-time Olympian Emmons, who is the 2004 Olympic gold medalist in Men's 50m 

Prone Rifle, grabbed the silver in prone at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing and 

finished in fourth place in Men's 50m 3 Position Rifle. He won a silver medal in Men's 

10m Air Rifle at the 2008 Beijing World Cup and claimed a bronze in prone at World Cup 

Milan.  At the 2008 ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup Final in Bangkok, Thailand, Emmons 

captured a gold medal in men's 3 position as well as silver in both air and prone, which 

is the first time a U.S. shooter has earned three medals at a World Cup Final. Emmons 

also earned the national title in all three events at the 2008 USA Shooting National 

Championships.  

Beyerle finished fourth at the 2008 Olympic Games in Women's 10m Air Rifle and fifth in 

Women's 50m 3 Position Rifle. She was the World Cup Milan silver medalist  in 3 position 

and finished fifth at the World Cup Final. Beyerle won the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials 

for Smallbore and was also the 2008 National Champion in women's 3 position. She 

finished second at nationals in air rifle.  

Two-time Olympian Turner, wh o competed in both Men's 50m Free Pistol and Men's 10m 

Air Pistol at the 2008 Olympic Games, captured a bronze in air pistol, which was the 

first Olympic medal of his career. Turner took first place in both air and free pistol at the 

2008 U.S. Olympic Team  Trials and was the national champion in air pistol. He took 

third place in free pistol at the 2008 Nationals. Turner most recently finished seventh in 

air pistol at the Rifle/Pistol World Cup Final.  

The overall athletes of the year will be submitted to th e U.S. Olympic Committee for 

consideration for the 2008 USOC SportsMan and Sports Women of the Year awards, 

which have been presented annually since 1974 to the top overall male and female 

athletes within the U.S. Olympic Family.  

 

 

(Glenn Eller is the gran dson of Nancy and Walt  Eller ) 

 

 

 

 

Rate It 



Below is a reprint submitted by Fred Bame from the Salisbury 
Sunday Post, July 9th, 

1967

 



 



Below is an article  submitted by Nancy Eller from the West Virginia Genealogy 
Website.  Clarice Eller Stanley is a descendant of Henry Eller  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 


